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i. Secrel negotiations are said %o be taking place betweon the SUP
' and the ASAR {the antounomoug movemenit in tha Trenbtinc) concerning
nessible collesboration betwsen the Sonth Tirol and the Trentino.

2. &t is reported that proposals by the ABAR for joint aubtonomy be-
tweelr the South Tirol apd the Trentine were unanimousiy rejected
at% the meoting of the VP leaders iv Belzane on 4 Octobar. Fole
Tewing this meeting ihe ARSE repressentatives: e #ald o have bean
cecelved rather ciolly vhen, on censions, they visited
wolzane and sought to persusde She / lzadlars to considar a jolnt
auntonomy soiuviicrn. They were told in no unsertain terms that whils
the South Tirelesns had the greatest aymvathy for the Trentiners
and Tthelr aspiraticns for auvtonowmy thay would not consider anv atep
Fhich might vrejudice the chanees of obtaining stparate auvtonomy
for the Soutkh Tirol. ‘

Je  £% the same Tire the less nationalistle of the 5VP Jeaders have
eprarentcly felv all along that sowe form of eollaboration with the
A
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Trentine would the intarest of the SHuth Tirel. They are re=-
ported to have svgued as follows:
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{a} that the existence of an gutonowous territory between
gonth Tirol and Italy proper would be sn advantage to

Theming

{b) that the frisndship and suppert of the pecple of the
Trenting would be ivvaluable to them, especially in
ayshecking Italian smigration to the South Tirol and
bireplacing & large percentage of local Italian offi-
clals with South Tiroleans. Un both of thess points
the Trentiners Feel as strongly as the South Tirolieansg

at close collaboraticon between the two provinces
desirable {rom certain econcmle viewpoints, such
po exploliation of local water power, ebes

{4; tnat the enmity of ths psovle of the Trentino, on
; other hand, would copdis oly weaken thelr posltionyg
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and suech enmity could he exreeted 1f, as the
rasuilt of the stubbornand nerative attitude of
tho South Tirolaans, tho Trentino failled to
aequire autonony.

In viev of ti:ese considerctions the SVP finelly agrecd vith the
HBAR repr:sentativos to consider the possibility of sorme form
of eollaboration betvcen the tvo provineces. To this end o Coms
nittee has been set up, corprising two (VP represantetives, two
AGAE represen-stives, and onc Ladin represcentative.

On 26 October 1946, the uVYP werbars of this Cormit-ce handed
over to the JUGLR represontatives the "Draft Su: nlorentary ro-
visions™ to be inecor orated in the autonony statuier of the two
provinces. These provisions ars nov being considered by the
FSAR leaders, They lhave also bheen handed by the UVP to the
Italian Christizan lerweratic Varty in Trentino.

The VP leaders who initiated thene negotiaotions include Drs.
Haffeiner and Ibner, the uVP Chairren “riel: Amonn, &nd to e
less extent Ir. Tinzl.

55X Thea :

oneant:s It should be stressed that 21l these neorle
are &5 convineed as their rore nationalistic collaagues of the
necessity that South Tirol should be granted is ovn separcte
autonorny, so that tho ethnical frontier at tle falurn gorge
shall be firrly established, and there sh2ll be no question of
the South Tirolezns beconming a 7inority widh ‘n the gutsnonmous .
territory. lor this reason tliey vould never consider a joint
autonony ol -“le two »rovi:ces along the lines »ro oscd by the
ftalisns. On thoe other hand, in view of the consideraticns rene-
tioned in poragreoh 3 above, ther do not exclude the possibility
oi’ sone ervengetent with thoe ceopl. of the Trentino, »hich will
enable the lutter to obtain “heir own autonomy and si-ultsneously
provide for tiie closest ecollaboration batreen the two sutonorous
provinces in all mstters affecting tren ecuzlly,)

shess negotiaticns betvoen th: OVP ond LSAL arc causing conside
erable apnrehension arong wiide sections of +he natiorslistie
Louthh Tirolean p-asant population, who fear ther sre being be-
treyed by busincess +en rore insarestod in thoir own versonal
econortie -rosperity then in the vi:lfare of the fouth Tirolesns

c¢s a vhole. ‘articularly alsrre¢ are Church cilreles in Pressonone,

headed by s,retbishep Gelssler. Lnother opronert of the nepotia-
tions is the nuen res ectod Canon Gempar of Holzano., In his
editorizls in tho Couth Tirolien newsnaper, Dolomiten, Gamper
Iis repeeatedly stressed thet the touth Yiroleans rust insist on
thalr ovn separate autonomy snd have notiing to do vith the
Trentiners. Teconily “rich urron vrote to anpsr supgasting
that these editoriels were tactless and unwise. Grrmer took
offenge at tils, uni hus given un attanding reetings of the £V
"fetion Committae"” - o focet viiceh as given rise to rumors that
le tes resipgned fronm thoe (VP,

apong the onponmts of the negotistions ti .re is o vide belief
that Dr, heffelrer is rainly raesronsible for thiimy ond a movee
nent is aloot to turn hinm out et the forticoring elections for
leading officials oif the SVP,
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In the Ofiice for fonth Tirol in Innsbruck ‘here is & sinilar
teeling of alarm that the VP leaders arc going dsngerously
for in thoir negotistions vith the Trentinors, Dspecizlly
a~przfensive are netionalistic die-hards like Profcgsor Teouts-
Tiecolussl znd Dr. Tness,

Uesnwhile Hr. Innocenti, forrerly Itslian Prefeet of Bolzano

and nov sntrusted by *the Italisn Governrent with carrving on
various sutonony nocgotiations with South Tirol, Val dthosti,
etec., continues to meintain tiat the Faris ~greement of 5
Septorbar doos not assure the couth Tiroleans their own sepa=
rate sutonomy. In recent talks with “rieh Aronn, -rs. "c{feiner
and Volyzer, Innocenti has persistod in his original icdea of

a joint autonomy betveen fouth Tirol and Trentino.

Lpart from the negotiations with the "rentiners, the SVP has
also contazcted the leaders of the Val d*hosta. Dr. Tbner
visited *he IFronch minority, ond was given an enthusiastic re=
caption, le roturned to Bolsano with plans for the closest
collaboration betvuen the tvo minorities in tho defense of thelr
rights against the Itallan Governrncnt.

The VP res slisc been approzched by the Sieilicns who are
anxious to Torm a united front of the autonomous moverncnts in
Italye.
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